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MAYOR COLEMAN’S ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION EFFORTS 

STRENGTHENED BY KEY APPOINTMENTS 
Project Manager for the MORPC will join Public Utilities, 
 Assistant City Attorney assigned as in-house counsel 

 
(Columbus)  Mayor Coleman continues to move the Department of Public Utilities 
forward as a force for environmental protection in Central Ohio, today 
announcing the creation of a new position of Assistant Director for Environmental 
Policy and Planning and a new partnership with the City Attorney’s Office that will 
reassign an attorney full-time to environmental and growth issues facing Utilities.  
The Mayor and Director Cheryl Roberto have selected Mid-Ohio Regional 
Planning Commission Program Manger Frances E. Beasley to serve in the 
Assistant Directors position, and Assistant City Attorney Susan E. Ashbrook has 
been reassigned by City Attorney Richard C. Pfeiffer, Jr. to work solely on issues 
related to the Department. 
 
“We are committed to leading the way on environmental protection in our 
region and state, and I’ve directed the Department to strive for the best 
national standards in protecting our drinking water, natural waterways and 
other resources,” said Mayor Michael B. Coleman.  “We are continuing to 
build a team that has the right experience to meet those goals and I’m 
proud to welcome Frances Beasley and to work closely with Susan 
Ashbrook.” 
 
Beasley, who has spearheaded MORPC’s Greenways Project since 1997, will 
serve as the Department’s first-ever Assistant Director for Environmental Policy 
and Planning.  She will help ensure stable future growth, with proper utilities 
planning for growth corridors.  
 
“Everyone in the City is familiar with Frances’ record with MORPC and the 
numerous environmental initiatives she has overseen,” said Roberto. “The 
Mayor and I envision Frances serving as a catalyst to create and manage 
green innovations across the Department.  Columbus and its 
environmental policies will serve as a model for municipal utilities across 
the nation.” 
 
In addition to working for MORPC, Beasley held various positions at The Ohio 
State University and the Ohio Department of Natural Resources. Beasley 
received a B.A. in Political Science from The Ohio State University and a Masters 
of Science in Natural Resources and Environmental Policy from The Ohio State 
University. She is currently taking coursework to receive a Ph.D. in 
Environmental Policy and Natural Resources Management. 
 



“When Mayor Coleman appointed me to Director last month, he directed 
me to make the Department best in class for environmental stewardship,” 
said Roberto. “While I believe we have accomplished a great deal in terms 
of protecting the City’s waterways and working to enhance all aspects of 
the environment, these additions will allow us to take our efforts to the next 
level.” 
 
Ashbrook, who will remain an employee of the City Attorney’s office, has 
extensive experience working with environmental regulation. Specifically, she 
assisted the Department in negotiating a consent decree with the Ohio 
Environmental Protection Agency.  Roberto said she expects Ashbrook’s 
increased role will help guide the Department as it works to strengthen its 
regulatory compliance and ensure it operates at the highest possible level. 
 
“City Attorney Rick Pfeiffer has been gracious enough to provide us with 
Susan’s legal services full-time,” said Roberto. “In sharing Mayor 
Coleman’s vision for environmental stewardship, the City Attorney has 
aligned his staff to provide to us a tremendous in-house legal resource to 
pursue the goal of making Columbus a national leader in environmental 
protection and smart growth.” 
 
Prior to joining the City of Columbus, Ashbrook served 13 years as an Assistant 
Attorney General in the Environmental Enforcement Section of the Ohio Attorney 
General’s Office, where she held numerous positions including Solid Waster 
Supervisor and Air Supervisor. She received a B.A. in History and Government 
from Oberlin College, and a J.D. from the Ohio State College of Law. 
 
Under Mayor Coleman's leadership, the City has taken a series of steps to 
increase regional environmental protection, especially in the western portions of 
Franklin County leading to the Big Darby Watershed.  The City developed the 
Hellbranch Overlay, a series of protections that are among the strongest in the 
nation, to prevent pollution in the Big Darby Watershed.  This overlay serves as a 
model for environmental protection in developing areas.  Additionally, the City 
has put forward a long-term plan for regional water and sewerage services that 
was recently approved by the USEPA.  The EPA adopted the City's 201/208 
plan, which includes the creation of the Environmentally Sensitive Development 
Area (ESDA), which adds to protections for the Big Darby.  The City has 
committed to not providing services in the area until all affected jurisdictions and 
stakeholders agree on development principles to guide future growth in the area. 
 


